BEYOND AVERAGE!
a

What part of the teaching did you find most challenging and why?

a

How would you describe your Christian experience?

a

Do you desire to experience the 'abundant life' that Jesus promised? (Don't be
afraid to be honest

-

sometimes we know we shouLd desire something, but we

just don't. Honesty means we can ask God to give us the desire

-

because it

actually comes from him, not from you and ll)

How do I apply the Word to my life?

o
r
o

What are you going to do differently in response to the Word?
Are there areas in your life where you know you are not following Jesus?

What do you think could happen in terms of your Christian witness on your
'frontline' as you embrace 'abundant life?'

and pursue the'abundant life'that is ours in Christ
a

Pray for your spiritual appetite to be awakened or increased

a

Pray for any friends, family and colleagues who still do not know Jesus to 'hear'

the Shepherd's voice.'This must be coupled with a prayer for the right

What is the most fun or exhilarating experience you've ever had?

opportunity for you to speak God's word to them, because that's how God has
planned for them to hear the Shepherd's voice in the first place!
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lf you won a Rl00million in a lottery (after taxl); what would you do with it?

filty,,fi.L[

2. WHAT DOES ABUNDANT LIFE MEAN?

The thief comes only to steal ond klll ond destroy. I hove come thot they moy

have life, and have it in aU its fullness. John 10:10 NIV

I don't know how you would describe your Christian experience. For most of us, it's
nothing like the licentious living that we see around us in some of our friends,
colleagues and so on - but neither is it anything like the life of iesus, the apostles, or

modern day 'heroes of the faith' who are being used powerfully by God in sharing the
gospel, walking in signs and wonders, or bearing incredible kingdom fruit in and
through their God-given profession/vocation. ln other words, we're doing "OK" (which
as you know, is the modern way of not really saying anything at all). And this would be
understandable, had Jesus not spoken the words we've just read in John i0:10. The
Greek tense of the verb "to have" in this verse is best translated as "keep on having" which means that this aburrdant life that Jesus is talking about, is something that is
meant for here and now, and tomorrow, and the next day, and the next day. The
question is, "are you happy with average - or do you want to receive what Jesus
purchased for you by his death and resurrection?"

The thief comes only to steol ond kill and destroy. I come thot they moy hove life and
hove it abundontly. John l0:10 ESV
Jesus summarises being saved and finding pasture as 'having life' - and he goes on to
say he wants us to have in 'abundantly.' Two questions arise. Firstly, why would he give
us 'life' when are already 'alive?' and 'what does abundantly mean?' Jesus would not die
a cruel death on the cross just to give us something we already have, so the 'life' he is
speaking about is not our natural human life, but what the gospel writers call 'Eternal

life.'John 17;3 reads, "And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God,
and iesus Christ whom you have sent. The Greek word translated as 'abundantly' means
"an oversupply, overflow, more than could ever be expected." So, Jesus is saying he
came so that we could continually overflow in our knowledge of God! Abundant life is
the life that flows from this overflow of our growing relationship with God. How does
that compare to your present Christian experience?

3. HOW WILI YOU RESPOND?

1. WHY DID JESUS LAY DOWN HIS LIFE?

I om the gote. lf anyone enters through Me, he will be saved. He will come in ond go out
ond find pasture. John l0:9

The sheep

hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by nome and leads them out. When
oll his own, he goes before them, ond the sheep follow him, for they

he hos brought out

know his voice. John l0:3,4

The context of the first part of John 10 is a 'figure of speech' that Jesus used of a
shepherd calling out his sheep from the sheep pen, and leading them out to pasture.
From verses 11 onwards, he explains that as the good Shepherd, he was going

to'lay

down his life' for the sheep, and take it back up again (his death and resurrection). Here
in V9, he explains why he's going to do that - so that we can be (1) saved, (from God's
judgement against sin, and saved from the present attacks of the enemy); and (2) find
pasture (nourishment, satisfaction). Have you received both? What does 'finding
pasture' mean to you?
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Jesus is confident that those who are truly his sheep will do two things;they will (1) hear
his voice, and (2) follow him. lt's not that Jesus has different kinds of sheep * those who

follow him and those who don't. We know we are his 'sheep' if we hear and follow end of story. To those who are his but have not yet come to him, the Good Shepherd
says to you, "Hear my voice and come to me." To those who have heard and have come
(Christians), he says "Follow." To you he says, "the reason I came was so that you would

(keep on having) life in all its fullness" - that your life would be an overflow of your
deepening knowledge of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. How
will you respond?
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