DI.JTY OR PRIVI LEGE?

A FEW QUOTES
I think Christians fail so often to get answers to their prayers because they do not wait
long enough on God, Theyjust drop down and say a few words, and thenjump up and
forget it and expect God to answer them. Such praying always reminds me of the small
boy ringing his neighbour's door-bell, and then running away as fast as he can go.
EM Bounds

The truths that I know best I have learned on my knees. I never know a thing well, till it
is burned into my heart by prayer.

John Bunyan

We look upon prayer as a means of getting things for ourselves; The Bible idea of
prayer is that we may get to know God Himself.
Oswald Chambers
Most mentions of prayer in the book of Acts are corporate, not individual. As important
it is to grown individually in prayer, it is critical that we follow the example set for us
by the early church and meet together regularly for prayer - like every Friday, 7pm.
Pastor Sibs @

as

What has challenged you mo$t in this lesson and why?
Take tinne to ask the Holy Spinit

to show you how he wants ynu tn respond tn

this challenge"

What is the most interesting place you've ever gained acf,ess to? (lt doesn't have to be
an amazing stCIry; you may just have bought a ticket and gained access that way!)

Repent of any unbiblical attitudes towards prayer
Pray fon God to fill you (again!) with the Holy Spirit

Ask God to give yCIu a "hunger" far seeking hirn in prayer, and far increased

fruit in the arens of holiness, witns$sing (rnaking elisciples), trnd walking in the
gifts of the Spirit.

Yet the news about him spread olt the more, so that crowds of people come to

hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew to

lonely places and proyed. Luke 5:75,16

Over the last couple of weeks, we've seen how Jesus not only lived his life as a man full
of the Spirit (Luke 4:1), but came to model for us and impart to us this same kind of life
(John'10:10;John 17:3). What we see in Jesus is a life full of the love, compassion and
power of God - a life lived in the power of the Spiri$ but how did he do it? Looking
through the early chapters of Luke, and the early chapters of Luke's second booh the
book of Acts, we see that not only Jesus, but the first apostles and the early church, had

one thing in common behind that life of love and power - they prayed; a lot. Luke
records that iesus often withdrew to pray. ln Acts, we see many times, the church
gathered for prayer - often followed either by an in-filling of the Holy Spirit, or a mighty
actls of the Holy Spirit. The message is clear; if we want to walk by the Spirit as Jesus
and the early church did, we need to pray as they prayed. And remember, this is not an
optional extra for those who are into 'that kind" of Christianity - there is only one kind
- the Jesus kind. Anything else is something we've invented ourselves. So, let's take a
closer look at this subject of prayer; what I like to call "The 3 P's of Prayer."
1. PRIVILEGE
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Mast Holy Place by
the blood of lesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtoin. that is, his
body, ond since we hove o great priest over the house of God, let uLdrow neor to Gad
with a sincere heart and with the full assuronce that foith brings Hebrews 10:19-22

ln the beginning, humanity (Adam & Eve) enjoyed perfect fellowship with God because
they had perfect access to God. Sin destroyed that and cut off humanity's access to
God. The rest of the Old Testament is the story of humanity's inability to perfectly obey
God and thus restore that access (to save ourselves). Jesus came to do what we could
never do: to perfectly obey God on our behalf - and more than that, to take upon
himself the punishment we deserved for our rebellion. When he died on the Cross, the
temple curtain (that separated the place where God 'lived' on the earth, from
humanity) was torn in two, symbolising that Christ's sacrifice had been accepted by
God, and that through him "we have access to the Father, by one Spirit" (Eph" 2:18). So,
we don't pray because we have fo, we pray because we get fo - because through Christ,
we now have access to God! Have you been viewing prayer more as a duty than a
privilege?
2. POWER
"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you,
Simon, that your faith may notfail." Luke 3:22

Prayer is the source of Christian power. Firstly, it is power to overcome sin and
temptation so that we can live holy lives. ln the passage above, Jesus prayed for Peter
that he would not give in to Satan. "Cease to pray and thou will begin to sin." (William
Gurnall). Secondly, prayer is the power to bear witness to Christ. ln Acts 1:8 Jesus
promises power for witness when the Holy Spirit comes. Being effective on our
"frontlines" requires more than just good training and good tools, as important as those
are - we need the Spirit's power for boldness, the right words to speak the discernment
of hindrances to faith, the demonstration of spiritual gifts that can unlock faith etc. And
the only way to walk in that powel is to pray regularly. Which leads us to the third
point - prayer is the source of power to walk in the gifts of the Spirit. Many of us want
the power, but very few are prepared to "pay the price." There must be a "price," not
because God wants to make it difficult for us to access spiritual power, but because only
in prayer are the motivations of our hearts purified so that we can use that power for
his glory, not ours. Which of these do you need most
to witness, power to walk in the gifts?

-

power to live a holy life, power

3. PRIORIW
Devote yourselves to prayer, betng watchful and thankful.

Colossians 4:2
Let us reason together; if prayer is a privilege that Christ secured by his painful death
and miraculous resurrection; if it is the source of Christian power for holy living,
witnessing, and walking in the power of the Holy Spirit - surely it ought to be a priority
for every believer? And not just the occasional one-liners throughout the day, but
intentional time, where like Jesus we "withdraw" to spend time with God. I used the

temple as an illustration of the different "phases" we go through in prayer. The Outer
court, is the place where I speak, mostly to tell God what I need from him (also the
place of many distractions). The lnner Court is the place where I listen; the place where
I hear God speak to me - especially by highlighting and applying certain things in the
Scriptures that l've been reading. The Holy of Holies, is the place where I enjoy God *
it's not about telling him anything, or necessarily listening to hear him speak; it's a place
of just enjoying being in his presence. lt's where he changes you deep within to become
more like Christ. "And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into His image with intensifying glory, which comes from the
Lord, who is the Spirit.' 2 Corinthians 3:18. How would you characterise your prayer life
in this framework?

