HUMBLE KING

What part of this teaching challenged you the most and why?
The characters in the Easter story displayed many sinfulattitudes and behaviours

that are common to all of

us. Which

of the following do you need to repent of:

Refusing to face up to the truth of who Jesus really is
Denying jesus (even passively) before family, friends and colleagues
Self-righteousness

-

living as though your good deeds and morality earn you

favour from God
Worshipping Jesus for who you want him to be and what you think he can do
for you, rather than for who he really is and what he's calling you to do for him
Repentance is notjust saying "sorry" it's changing direction. How are you going

to repent of the things you've owned up to?
How are you going to remain daily in God's grace so that you live a life that
pleases him?

Reflect on what Jesus did for you (you can use the three points in the lesson)

and give thanks to him for his extraordinary grace.
Confess your sin/s to him (and one another), repent, and ask God for grace to
live out your repentance.
Pray for the people on your frontline, that through your witness, they too would

Have you ever promised someone that you would do something for them and

then not followed through on your word?

come to know this amazing grace.
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The crowds thot went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

"Hosonno to the Son of Dovid!" "BLessed is he who comes in the nome of the
Lord!" "Hosonno in the highest heaven!" When Jesus entered )erusolem, the whole city
wos stirred ond asked, "Who is this?" The crowds onswered, "This is Jesus, the prophet
from Nozareth in Golilee." Matthew 21:9-11

Many of us have heard the Easter story many times. We know about how the Chief Priests
conspired with the Roman authorities to have Jesus unjustly crucified. We know about
the disciples, who after swearing allegiance to Jesus, denied him in his darkest hour especially Judas, who betrayed him to the Chief Priests. We know about Pilate, who
though he tried to get the .Jews to release Jesus, ultimately washed his hands of him
because the personal cost of following his convictions would have been too great. We
know about the crowds that shouted, "Hosanna!" on Sunday morning as Jesus rode into
Jerusalem, and by Friday were shouting, "Crucify him!" With all these people to blame,
it's easy to miss one crucial character in the story - you. Do you know nothing of the
hypocrisy of the Chief Priests, the denial of Jesus before your friends & colleagues, the
washing of your hands when following Jesus is going to cost you too much, and the
repeated crucifying of Christ when you choose to live in wilful sin, even though you know
how much it cost him to set you free from sin? The Easter story is not just "their" story,
it's your story! But more than that, it's the story of a King like no other, a Humble King,
who out of love...

2. WAS CONDEMNED LIKE THE GUIITY
He wos oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like o lamb to
the sLoughter, ond os o sheep before its shearer is siLent, so he did not open his mouth
lsoioh 53:7
Jesus, our humble King, was despised and whipped, humiliated and beaten, scourged and

whipped, pierced and crushed, and nailed to the cross. He was mocked-given a crown of
thorns and a robe-as an insult to His claim as King. All of this was done to Him as though He
were guilty, yet He is without sin. He is pure and holy, humble and kind, loving and faithful,
gracious and merciful, and He died to give us life. He endured the humiliation, pain, and
condemnation because of our sin, and for our sake. How does understanding what Jesus did
for you on the cross change you?

3. DIED I-IKE A CRIMINAT
He was assigned o grove with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he hod
done no violence, nor wes ony deceit in his mouth.
lsoiah 53:9
He wos delivered over to deoth for our sins ond wos raised to life for our justificotion
Romons 4:25

1. SERVED LIKE A SLAVE

After that, he poured water into o bosin ond began to wosh his disciples'feet
John 13:5
Washing of feet was the most menial of tasks in a first century home, and yet Jesus, the
Lord of history, took it upon himself to wash the feet of his followers. He taught that
whoever wants to be great in the kingdom of God must be the servant of all. This is very
counter-cultural in the society we live in, where leadership means being served by others.
It's easy to think of ways to serve in church on Sunday, but that's not where we spend
most of our lives is it? ln what ways can you be a servant to people at home and at work,
where they expect to serve you? How can this create opportunities to share your faith?
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Jesus'death was a public spectacle. He was crucified between two criminals, and He was
accused even though He is innocent. Jesus' death was substitutionary-He took our place and
paid the penalty for our sin. He took our shame and gave us His grace. He became the sacrifice
for our salvation. How is Jesus' death and resurrection the ultimate victory for us?
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