lnvest wisely

they have done," and we say, "yes, but is it worth giving up my earthly
treasures?" What we're saying is, "l don't believe you - do you really have a
reward? ls it really as valuable as you say? ls it better than all these nice things
l'm gathering for myself?" The issue is not whether or not we understand the
nature of the heavenly rewards, the issue is whether or not we believe Jesus
that they're worth far more than the things we think are so valuable now.
C.S Leuvrs. "Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We ore halfheorted creotures, fooling about with drink, sex and ambition, when infinite joy k
offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum
becouse he cannot imagine whot is meont by the offer of o holiday ot the sea.
We are far too easily pleased."

ls there a line between sensible budgeting, saving & planning - on the one
hand - and 'storing up treasure on earth?'
lf so, how do you draw that line for yourself - or do you even think about
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it at all?
Do you think that God would show you where that line is for you, if you
asked him?
Are you afraid to ask him? lf so, why?
lf you decided here and now, to obey Jesus (strange concept, I know!) what could it look like to not store up treasure on earth, but in heaven?

What would you do with a million rand?
Thank God for his provision, because after all, everything belongs to him;
and every good gift comes from him.
You may need to repent for choosing to serve money and not God (using
God to get more wealth and possessions, rather than using wealth and
possessions to rnagnify God and advance his kingdom)
Ask him to show you what Jesus' teaching looks like for you.
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2. DIVINE FINANCIAL PLANNING
I om God, ond there

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on eorth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in ond steol. But store up for yourselves
treosures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal.

k no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning
lsdioh 46:9,10

our self-interest in mind, Jesus offers us some 'helpful' financial
planning. Human financial planners give advice based on the limited
information they have. Jesus knows 'the end from the beginning.' He knows
every event that is to come and how it will affect everyone on this planet - he
also knows what happens after we die, and what's going to matter in eternity.
He understands what it means to live forever, and how fleeting our days are on
this earth by comparison. With all this knowledge, he says to us, "let me give
you some sound financial advice!" And what is it? - don't store up treasure on
So then, with

Matthew 6:79-21
Back in my university days, whenever I heard a knock at my door, I would hide
my good coffee and bring out the cheap stuff because most people didn't
know the difference - and I wanted to keep the quality coffee for myself! (only
sometimes). As Christians, we sometimes behave in the same way when it
comes to hearing a sermon on money or giving - we mentally hide away our
most prized possessions when Jesus comes 'knocking at the door,' in fear that
if he 'sees' our good stuff, he'll take it away! ln this lesson, we're going to see
that contrary to what we often believe, God is working with our sense of selfinterest, not ogainst it!

earth! Why? Because it can be destroyed, lost, stolen - and ultimately, when
you die in just a little while (relative to eternity), you will take none of it with
you - it will do you no good in the place where you're going to live forever!
Rather, use it to siore up treasure in heaven (in the age to come), because
there, you'll get to enjoy it in a place where you can't lose it. What do you think
it means for you to store up treasure on earth?

1. SELF-INTEREST VS. SELF.ISHNESS
3. THE REAL ISSUE

And the second is like it: "Love your neighbour

as yourself."

Matthew 22:39
According to the second greatest commandment from God, the only way we
can truly love our neighbour is to first acknowledge how much we love
ourselves, and then apply that same love to others! God takes for granted that
we are driven by self-interest. But isn't that a bad thing? No, at its most basic
level, it simply means that we feed ourselves when we are hungry, clothe
ourselves when we are naked, flee when we sense danger etc. We act in our
best interests. Self-ishness means we don't care about what's best for others
and the two are quite different. lf I make myself a cup of tea without caring
whether or not my wife also wants some, that is self-ish. lf I realise that the
best way for ME to be happy is to make HER happy, then self-interest dictates
that I make her a cup of tea as well! Do you see how healthy self-interest tends
to lead us awdy from self-ishness? Think of a few examples of your own and
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discuss.

Provide purses far yourselves that witt not wefrr frut, fi tressure in henven fhmf
wi{l fiever fait, where no thief comes near ond nCI rnoth destroys
Luke ?2r"SS

We are hard-wired to compare value, and make decisions on that basis - "is
this thing more valuable than that thing? Yes - then I will sacrifice fhis to get
thot. The problem with Jesus' advice is that it presents us with an investment
alternative that we cannot weigh and measure on our earthly scales. What is
'treasure in heaven?' how valuable is it? ls it worth giving up my earthly
treasures? lf I tell my kids that l'm planning a really exciting surprise for their
birthdays, they will rejoice at once! Of course they'll be curious, but that
curiosity won't drown out their excitement. Why? Because they believe me they trust me. So, when Jesus says in Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming
soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what

