Title: WE VALUE FAMILY
a

What part of this teaching challenged you the most and why?

a

Do you struggle to express your faith at home? (E.9. praying for your
kids/parents/room-mates, reading the Bible together etc).

A good place to start is the

'Family Discipleship Card' (available at the

bookshop at church). lt's a list of simple questions aimed at helping families to

'earth' their faith at home. ls there any reason you can't pick one up this
Sunday and get started?
Sometimes unforgiveness hinders us from enjoying the kind of family life that
God wants us to have. ls there a family member you need to forgive?

a

Thank God for your family (whatever'family' means to you)

a

Ask him for the conviction

to live out your faith at

home, and for specific

wisdom on how to do it
Pray for City Hill Church, that God would build strong, healthy families

-

and

help those who struggling for various reasons
Pray

for the families of the people you work with who don't know the

Pray that God would use you as a faithful witness,

Lord.

to bring whole families into

the Kingdom of God!

o
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What is your favourite family memory and why?
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family? (Romans 10:17). ln what areas of your family life do you struggle
faith and why?

to

exercise

"l will estoblish my covenont os on everlasting covenont between me ond you and your
descendants ofter you for the generotions to come, to be your God ond the God of your
descendonts after you."
Genc<i< 77:7

This is the final message in the Radical Series, and it focusses on the family. lt's easy
when talking aboul being disciples and moking disciples, to focus our attention on all
the people at church and at work that we can share our faith with and be a blessing to.

What we can miss is the fact that the people who should be impacted first and
foremost by our faith in Jesus, are the people we live with - your husband/wife and

kids. lf you're single, then 'family' could be both your natural family and the people you
currently share your life with. The family is the first human 'institution' set up by God,
and throughout the Bible, he shows us time and again just how much he values family.
At City Hill, we're far more concerned about raising godly men and women, and godly
families, than we are about having great programs and ministries. (Great ministries can
be run by broken families, so the two don't always go hand in hand). ln this lesson, we'll
look at just two pillars for successful family life.

2. LOVE
Submit to one onother out of reverence for Christ. Wives submit to your own husbonds os
to the Lord... Husbonds love your wives, just os Christ loved the church... Children obey
your porents in the Lord... Fathers, do not exosperote your children but bring them up in
the woy of the Lord.
Ephesions 5: 21, 22, 25; 6:1,4
Love is the hallmark of true discipleship, and if it's to be found anywhere, it must be in
the Christian home. ln Ephesians 5, Paul gives us a portrait of the outworking of love in
the home. Notice that each instruction is rooted in the Lordship of Christ, not in the

personyouaremeanttobeloving; Wivessubmittohusbands, ostothe lord Husbands
love your wives, as Christ loved the Church. Children obey your parents, in the Lord

1. FAITH

faith Nooh, when worned about things not yet seen, in holy fear buiLt an ark to sove
family. By his foith he condemned the world qnd become heir of the righteousness
thot comes by foith.
Hebrews 1l:7 (See also Genesis 6:9-22.)

This means that if Christ is not Lord, and Lord indeed - Husbands will struggle to love
thelr wives; wives in turn will struggle to submit to their husbands, children will struggle
to obey their parents, and fathers will struggle to not frustrate their children! Think
about any struggles you may have had (or be having right now). Can you see how they
can be traced back to your relationship with the Lord (especially, your submission to his

Noah was mocked by the community as he built his huge boat in obedience to the
Lord. Everyone thought he was crazy-everyone except his family. His family followed
him into the boat, no questions asked (GenesisT:7,13). The best way to safeguard our
families, is not to rely on our own wisdom - but to listen to God, trust him and obey

Lordship)

By

his

him.

It will sometimes mean making unpopular decisions; there's so much pressure to
conform to what others are doing; to watch the films they watch, to visit the places they
visit, to value the things that they value, but the best thing you can do for your family,
whether you're a husband/and or father, or you're a single mum - is to walk by faith
and obey God. God not only knows what's best for you and your family, he wants
what's best for you. How can you nurture faith in God's Word and promises in your

CIty,fllL[

CIty",ili,t[

