EVERY MEMBER
a

What part of this teaching challenged you the most and why?

a

lf you are not a Christian, what is stopping you from "coming" to Jesus?

a

lf you are a Christian, are you faithfully responding to Christ's invitation to

A MINISTER

"come?"

Are you "following" Jesus in every area of your life?

lf

not, where are you

struggling, and what do you think it will take to get victory?
Do you believe that as you "follow," Jesus himself is making you into a "fisher?"
Does this give you confidence to share the gospel with others?

Who are you going to engage this week?

Thank God for his invitation to "come" to him through Christ's sacrificial death

on the Cross. Thank him for his grace in enabling you to respond to this
invitation

Ask the Holy Spirit

to help you to

earnestly "come and follow" Jesus

-

whatever that looks like for you at this stage in your life
Pray for someone you know who has not yet come to Jesus.
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a

Which is your favourite brand (of anything) and why?

a

Which is your favourite brand slogon and why? (E.9. Nike "Just do it")
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2. DON'T JUST COME, FOTLOW!
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "lf onyone would come ofter me, he must deny himself
ond toke up his cross ond follow me."
As Jesus wos wolking beside the Seo of Galilee, he sow two brothers, Simon colled
Peter ond his brother Andrew. They were costing o net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. "Come, follow me," lesus said, "ond I will make you fishers of men." At once

they left their nets ond followed him.
Matthew 4:18-20

The metanarrative (big story) of the Bible can be summed up in four words; Creation,
Fall, Redemption, Consummation. So basically, God created everything and it was
'good' (no corruption, moral or otherwise). Mankind rebelled against God (The Fall) and
sin, death, decay, and corruption entered the world. Being all-wise, God had made
provision for this sad state of affairs - a great 'rescue plan' called Redemption (literally
meaning 'to buy back.') This plan was to be executed by none other than his Son Jesus
Christ, who paid the penalty for man's sin and made a way for humanity to be
reconciled back to God. Then finally, in the culmination (or Consummation) of
redemption, God will make everything new! (including a new heaven and earth and new
bodies for those who have put their faith in Christ) The question is, "What was Jesus'
plan to get this all-important message to the whole world?" Believe it or not, he came
to a bunch of fishermen and gave them a command that stands as the blue print of
discipleship to this day!
1. DON'T JUST STAND THERE, COME!
"Come, follow me," Jesus soid, "ond I will make you fishers of men," At once they left their
nets and followed him

Matt 4:20
Christianity is not first and foremost a call to become a better human being, to join a
church, to live a particular lifestyle; it's a call to a PERSON. As such, this invitation is the
same for Christians and non-Christians alike! lf you're not a Christian, Jesus calls you to
"come" and believe in him; if you are, he calls you to "come" and receive from himl
What does it mean to you to "come" to Jesus? How are you responding to the call?
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Motthew l6:24
Self-denial is not to deny one's personality, to deny things as an ascetic or to withdraw
from the world. lt is instead the turning away from the idolatry of self-centeredness and
every attempt to orient one's life by the dictates of self-interest. lt sounds like a terrible
idea, precisely because we are so self-centred! However, God knows that only in letting
go of this most basic form of idolatry, can we experience the fullness of life that he
offers us and live to bring him the glory he deserves. ln what areas of your life are you
particularly susceptible to self-centredness?

3. DON'T JUST FOLTOW, FISH!
"ond I will moke you fishers of men... At once they left their nets and followed him"
Motthew 4:2O

Not many Christians find it easy to share their faith with others. That's why it's
important to note carefully what iesus is saying here. There are two things he calls us to
do - and one thing that he says he will do. We are to "come" and "follow," he will "make
us into" fishers of men. ln other words, as we faithfully become true disciples, we will
find that we start to naturally make disciples. lt must be odd then, to conceive of
someone wholeheartedly following Jesus, and yet not becoming a "fisher of men." Have
you found this to be true in your own life? - that as your following becomes more
wholehearted, your "fishing" somehow seems more natural?
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