Too late!
What part of the teaching did you find most challenging and why?

How do I apply the Word to my life?

Are there any "signposts" in your life that you've been treating as "the
issue?" ln other words, are there issues in your life that you feel are

more important than God revealing himself to you more tully?

If so, the Biblical terminology for that is idolatry

-

and it's one of the

things that dishonours God the most (making anything other than God

to be of primary importance and value)
The Biblical solution is repentance (1 John

1:9 lf we confess our

sins... he will forgive)

Thank God for his constant love for you

Ask him

to help you to discern "$ignposts" and to put them in their

proper perspectives, as tools that reveal God's glory to you.
Share a story where you
consequences.

got sornewhere too late, and there were negative
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focus will be on how to honour God while we trust him for the relationship to
be mended - and we will still honour him even if it's never mended!

Now Jesus toved Mortho ond her sister and Lozorus. So when he heard that
Lazorus was ilL he stoyed where he was two more doys.

John 11:5, 6

2. WHAT IS LOVE?

Now Jesus loved Martho and her sister ond Lozarus. So when he heard that
Lozarus was il[, he stayed where he wos twa more days,
Verse

l've heard it said that Jesus is never late, but he sure does miss a lot of
opportunities to be early! And no one knows that better than Mary and
Martha. They sent word to Jesus that their brother Lazarus (Jesus' close friend)
was sick and about to die. Jesus responded the way any loving, all-powerful
friend would * he waited a few more days to make sure he'd be very dead by
the time he arrived! That doesn't sound like love does it? And yet, don't we
experience the same thing over and over again in our relationship with God?
We've got really urgent matters that we'd like him to attend to - things that
are causing us pain, grief, anxiety or fear - things that God could change in a
moment; yet he doesn't. He delays. How do we make sense of love that
delays?
1. WHAT'S THE ISSUE?

This illness will not end in deoth. No, rf is for God's glory so that God's Son may
be glorified through it.

5,6

At the heart of this story lies the question, "what is love?" - because what Jesus
does next sure doesn't look like love! Our definition of love is God giving us
what we think we need. His definition (the true definition) is God giving us
what we really need. And what do we really need? Well, in the story, Jesus is
trying to reveal something very important about himself to Mary and Martha
(and us). ln verse 25 he says, "l am the resurrection and the life." So, what we
really need is to see Jesus/God for who he really is (which is similar to 2 Cor
3:18 -we become like him as we behold him). He is the source of eternal life,
he is our hope for a resurrection from physical death - so seeing him (that we
may believe in him all the more), is the most important thing there is - and he
uses many "signposts" in our lives to help us with this. We often don't
recognise God's love as love because we have a very limited understanding of
what love is. There are many expressions of love - sometimes it acts, and other
times it delays; but it is always love.
3. MORE THAN YOU HOPED FOR

Verse 4

Mary and Martha's "issue" was that their brother was on the verge of death.
Jesus turns this on its head by effectively saying * "No, that's not the real issue.
The real issue is God's glory; that you see me (Jesus) for who I really am. As for
this sickness, it's just a signpost to the real issue." No matter what you are
going through, it's ultimately not about you, or your anxiety, pain etc. lt's

about God's glory being revealed to you and others. I know it sounds
insensitive, but delivering you and I from a me-centred world into a God-

centred world, is the most loving thing God can do! lf we treat "signposts" (e.9.
a broken relationship that we need God to fix) as the "issue" then we will tend
to think/feel that God does not love us unfd that relationship is mended. lf we
realise that it's just a signpost, and that the real issue is God's glory, then our

Did I not tell you thot if you believe, you will see the glory of God?
Verse 40

Mary and Martha were hoping to receive a healing miracle from Jesus, but
Jesus had an even bigger miracle in mind for them
he gave them a
resurrection! lf you will trust in God's love, you will come to learn that he's
much better at giving that you are at asking! ln other worlds, he will, at the
right time, give us much more than we bargained for. But here's the key; to
believe in his love while we are still waiting for him to act * and indeed, to
believe in his love even if he never acts! (Daniel 3:18 "God is able to save us...
but even if he doesn't... we will never serve your Gods!)

-

