Title: THE BROOK & THE
RAVEN
a

What part of this teaching challenged you the most and why?

a

How can you better obey God this week when

it

comes

to the Great

Commandment, to love Him with all your heart, soul, mind and strength?

How can you better obey God this week when
Commission

to make disciples?

it

comes

to the Great

(i.e. share the gospel, lay Biblical foundations,

teach others to do the same)

What is your'specific calling' and what does obedience to God look like in this
area of your life?

.

Reflect on how much God has blessed you over the course of your life

-

start

by giving thanks to him for his incredible provision.

.

Ask him

to help you to pursue obedience in every area of your life, giving

specifics along the way.

.

Ask him for the things you need, remembering that we seek God for provision
in the context of being on mission for him
is

.

-

and remember also, that nothing

too difficult for him

Pray

for provision for us as a church

-

for new people who will help to build

the church with their gifts and talents, for new Christians as we reach out to
our Frontlines, and for financial provision so that we can do all that God

has

r

What is one of the toughest challenges you've everfaced, and how did you
overcome it?

called us to do.
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2. BTESSING FOLLOWS OBEDIENCE
The ravens brought him bread ond meot in the morning and bread and meat in the
evening, ond he dronk from the brook
1 Kings 17:5
You will drink from the brook, ond I have directed the rovens to supply you with food
there." So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Rovine, east of
the Jordan, and stoyed there. The rovens brought him breod ond meot in the

morning ond breod and meot

in the

evening, ond he drank from the brook.

Sometime loter the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the lond. Then
the word of the Lord come to him: "Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon
and stay there. I hove directed o widow there to supply you with food."

I Kings l7:l-9

This is the first message in the Unlimited series. lt can be quite a challenge to trust God
to come through for us when we are faced with difficult situations. ln today's story,
Elijah was in danger from King Ahab who wanted to kill him because he didn't like the
message that Elijah had brought him from God. What follows is a remarkable story of
God's care for those who trust in him, and his unlimited provision for them.
1. OBEDIENCE BEFORE BTESSING
Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gileod, said to Ahab, "As the Lord, the God of
lsrqel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor roin in the next few yeors except

ot my word."

I Kings 17:l
Elijah was not just giving a weather report, he was passing on a message of judgement

from God to King Ahab, who had led the nation of lsrael into the sin of idolatry. One of
the occupational hazards of prophets in those days was getting your head chopped off
by an angry king, so Elijah was risking his life in obedience to God. Many Christians
want God's blessing in finance, relationships etc, but how many of us are concerned
about actually getting on with what God has told us to do? lf you are a Christian, you
have a general call (The Great Commandment & the Great Commission), and a specific
call (relating to your talents and work)
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It is fascinating to see how God provided for Elijah. He didn't just supply him with
bread, but meat as well! And he didn't just send a man or woman, he sent birdsl The
point is clear - God's resources are unlimited, there is no need that he cannot meet. He
is never short of money or power to create opportunities for those who are faithful to
Him. Are you struggling to trust God for provision? Are there some things that just feel
"too big" for God to provide? Why not take a leaf out of Elijah's book and trust him for
the impossible?

2. PROVIDER NOT PROVISION
V7 Sometime later the brook dried up because there hod been no

roin in the land.
1 Kings 17:7

God had provided miraculously for Elijah, but now that provision had dried up! Surely
God was able to keep the brook from drying up? Yes, he was - but there are at least two
lessons here. The first is that we should keep our eyes on the God who gives things
rather than the things that God gives! Secondly, we should realise that sometimes God
allows periods of 'dryness' (could be money, work etc) to help us realise that it's time to
move on - but we'll only understand this if our eyes are fixed on Him, and not "the
stuff" Are there any brooks that have 'dried up in your life? What might God be saying?
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