WHERE'S THE GLORY?

What part of the teaching did you find most challenging and why?

How do I apply the Word to my life?

.

How can I 'continually behold?'
Where am I lacking when it comes to beholding, and how can I grow?

Ask God

to help you to

embrace this Biblical vision for your

life

to be

transformed into the image of Christ

Ask him

to help you to

see Christ

in the Word; to

comprehend

his

incomparable beauty, so that your primary affections and desires would he
centred on Him.
Pray for those who don't yet know him. Pray that as you behold HlM, and the

Spirit transforms YOU, those around you would experience "the radiance of
the Creator" and be drawn to his love and mercy.

lf we all had to be transforrned into an animal for a day, which one would you
choose and why?

2. AS WE BEHOTD CHRIST

And we oll, with unveiled foce, continually seeing as in o mirror the gtory of the
And we all, with unveiled foce, continually seeing as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, ore progressively being transformed into His image from [one degree of]
glory to [even more] glory, which comes from the Lord, lwho is] the Spirit.
2 Corinthions 3.'r8 (The Amplified Bible)

message, we looked at how because of Christ's death and
resurrection, we now have access to God. The question now is, "what happens
when we make use of that access and spend time with God?" Many of us live
with a vision of Christianity that is far less than the Biblical vision. Many are
satisfied with merely going to church and trying to do less bad things and
more good things. Do you honestly think that was the "Joy set before Uesusl"
that caused him to "endure the cross?" (Hebrews 12:2) * I don't! Let's see what
the Bible has to say, and having done so, let us mix the Word with faith, so that
we can bear fruit to the glory of God!

In last week's

1. ALL OF US

Put limits for the people oround the mountain and tell them, "Be coreful that you
do not approach the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the
mountain is to be... stoned or shot with arrows." Exodus l9:12
ln 2 Corinthians 3, Paul compares the glory of the old and new covenants (The
Law of Moses and the Gospel), showing how the glory of the new far surpasses

that of the old - and here is one of the reasons. When Moses went up to
receive the Law on Mt Sinai, only he could up to meet with God - everyone
else had to stay well clear or be killed! The gospel message is very different; in
V18 Paul says, "we all, with unveiled face..." meaning everyone whose eyes have
been opened to see Jesus as Lord. The invitation to approach God is not for a
special few, it's for everyone who believes in iesus. This would have been
unthinkable for the lsraelites, and yet it's a privilege we often take for granted.
Does your life show that you take this great privilege for granted?

Lord Vl8 AMPLIFIED

The Amplified Bible brings out the force of the Greek present participle by
adding the word "continually." We know that one day we will see Christ (God)
face to face and be like him (1 John 3:2), but for now we see him through the
"mirror" of his Word. The "continuous" tense of the verb translated here as
"seeing," means we must keep on beholding/seeinglgazing at Christ through
the Word. The original text has one more nuance for which the English
language has no direct translation - and that's the idea of seeing for oneself,
as indicated by the Greek "middle voice." Piecing it togethel Paul is saying
each of us must continually behold Christ through the Word, for ourselves! No
one can do that for you, or "impart" it to you. lf you want what comes next (as

every believer should), then there are simply no shortcuts. What does
beholding continuolly for yourself look like in your life?
3. ARE BEING TRANSFORMED
...are progressively being tronsformed into Hk imoge from [one degree of] glory
to [even more] glory, which comes from the Lord, [who is] the Spirit. Vl$

The first participle (seeing/beholding) describes an action that we do for
ourselves. The second participle (being transformed) is in the Greek/English
"passive" voice, which means this is not something we do, it is something that
is done to us, or to be more precise, something that is done in us - by the Holy
Spirit. lt is also in the present/continuous tense, which means that it is a work
that He is doing constantly/progressively - as we continually behold! The word
itself is transliterated into English as metamorphosis, which we know from
biology, is a change of form. For us, that change is the gradual revealing of
Christ in us (Col 1:27; Eph 3:17; Gal 4:19). And if Christ is the glory of God
revealed (Heb 1:3); then guess where God's glory is? lt's in you! So, our prayer
is not like Moses' prayer "show me your glory," - ours is "Manifest/reveal
your glory through me!" lf we define God's glory as "the radiance of the
Creator in such a way as can be perceived by the creation, what might it look
like for God to manifest his glory through you at home/work/school etc?

