
EDGE – Every Day God Encounters 

Joshua – faith and action  

 

To the parents: 

As we look at the story of Joshua and Jericho it becomes evident that faith 

eventually requires action. Hearing and doing. For many years Joshua had 

believed that God would give them the promised land. He stayed in faith for all the 

years in the desert by spending time in God’s presence (Ex 33:11). Joshua’s actions 

at Jericho were decided by his faith in God. He knew the God of miracles and 

trusted Him.  
 

We put our faith into action in various ways. We pray and worship God because we 

have faith that He exists. We need to learn to apply this same principle of faith to the 

more challenging areas of our lives, where we know the promise but circumstances 

don’t yet show evidence of it. This requires our perseverance and trust in God. This 

requires relationship with God and trust in the Holy Spirit’s leading and direction. We 

have to consciously keep our eyes on Him and trust Him as the good shepherd to 

lead us where we need to go, one day at a time, regardless of what’s happening 

around us.    

 

Ask the Holy Spirit daily to show you how and where He’s working. Trust God’s 

leading and plans and try not to judge things with human understanding. Things may 

not play out as you are expecting. Remember access to Jericho came through the 

prostitute Rahab, not the mostly likely choice for most religious minds but God’s 

ways are higher than our ways. Interesting fact: Rahab became the great great 

grandmother of King David (Matthew 1:5). It was always God’s plan to include 

anyone who believed in Him into His family. Hear His voice, choose to believe in 

Him and then do what He tells you. He is a good Father. This week will be Pentecost 

so ask God for a fresh outpouring of His Holy Spirit and fire on you and your family. 

Stay blessed.  
 

Romans 10:17 

Faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through the word about 

Christ. 
 

Matthew 7:24  

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock. 
 

James 1:22  

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  
 

Luke 8:21  

He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into 

practice.” 



Toddler Group Lesson Ideas: 

 

Sing: 

Jesus is my rock      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcnLLPQp38U 

 

Watch: The battle of Jericho told very briefly  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZOzsC2X7Is 

 

Pray: 

Help me to obey you God. I love you.   

 

Focused talk time: 

Focus on Joshua’s obedience and how he listened to God.  

Do you think shouting can make the walls fall down?  

But this is how God told Joshua he would win. Because Joshua obeyed, God 

made the walls fall down. It was another miracle. 

 

Activity: 

 

• Make a paper trumpet. 

  
 Image from https://blog.sciencemuseum.org.uk/your-guide-to-becoming-a-bubble-ologist/ 

 

• March around your house shouting praise to God and blowing on your 

trumpet. (Not because you want the walls to fall down, but to show that 

you choose to trust and obey God.)  

Shout and learn this verse as you march - 

We will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcnLLPQp38U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZOzsC2X7Is
https://blog.sciencemuseum.org.uk/your-guide-to-becoming-a-bubble-ologist/


Age 4-6yrs Lesson Ideas: 

 

Sing: 

• Make up your own praise song 

• Joshua fought the battle of Jericho 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdQy2l8BegA 

 

Read/watch: The story of Joshua and the battle of Jericho 

Video link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruqGz1480uc 

 

Pray: 

 

Holy Spirit help me to hear God’s voice better and to obey. Thank you that you 

teach me what I need to know. Amen.  
 

Talk time: 

• Do you think it’s easy for walls to fall down because of trumpets and 

shouting? 

• Did Joshua do everything God told him to do? (Yes, this is called 

obeying/being obedient – hearing and then doing what you were told to do.) 

• Do you think Joshua made a good choice to obey God? (Yes, because he 

obeyed, the miracle of walls falling down was possible. When we hear God tell us 

something and we obey, He is able to do great things for us too.) 

• Do you choose to trust and obey God? 

• How can you hear what God says to you? (The Bible is full of God’s Word, so 

when we read something in the Bible we can choose to believe it and obey it 

because it’s God’s voice to us. People can teach us what God says and about who 

He is. When we know God it is easier to hear His voice for ourselves. The Holy Spirit 

helps us hear God. His voice is a soft gentle voice inside us that tells us what we 

need to know. God always tells us He loves us and He teaches us what is right.) 

 

Some activity Ideas: 

 

• Make a paper trumpet. (See previous page for activity) 

• Learn this verse:  
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15 simplified) 

• Colour the picture below, draw you and your family next to the house. 

Thank God for your family, your house and all the good things you have.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdQy2l8BegA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruqGz1480uc


As For Me and my house, 

we will serve the Lord. 

Joshua 24:15 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

http://thepewteracorn.blogspot.com/2012/04/my-house-has-trampoline.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Grade 1-7 Lesson Ideas: 

 

Praise: 

Join the worship time during the church service or take some time to give God 

your praises now.  

 

Pray: 

Holy Spirit help me to hear God’s voice better and to be obedient to Him. 

Teach me what I need to know. Amen. 

 

Read/watch: Joshua 5:13-15 and chapter 6 

Short video link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruqGz1480uc 

 

Discuss: 
  

• The commander of the Lord’s army was not fighting for either side, what 

do you think this means? (God is not against people, He is with all those who will 

choose to believe in Him and obey Him.) 

• Was Joshua obedient to God’s plan?  

• Why do you think obedience was important? (Through Joshua’s obedience 

the miracle was possible and God won the victory for them.)  

• Do you think God wants us to obey Him? (Yes. When we hear God tell us 

something and we obey then He is able to do great things for us too. Obedience 

brings blessing.) 

• How can you hear and know what God says? (The Bible is full of God’s 

Word, so when we read something in the Bible we can choose to believe it and obey 

it because it’s God’s voice to us. People can teach us what God says and about who 

He is. When we know God it is easier to hear His voice for ourselves. The Holy Spirit 

helps us hear God. His voice is a soft gentle voice inside us that tells us what we 

need to know. God always tells us He loves us and He teaches us what is right.) 

 

Activity: 

 

• Learn the verse below and discuss what it means. 

Joshua 24:15 As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  

 If you choose to serve the Lord then say the words out loud, get your 

         family to join in and declare it together.  

• Write the words ‘Hear and Do’ on a piece of paper. Stick it up 

somewhere. Remember that obedience is actually doing what you’ve 

been told to do. Don’t just hear and do nothing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruqGz1480uc


Youth 

 

Read from Joshua 5:13 till the end of chapter 6. Read the passage, don’t just 

assume you know the story. I’m sure you will find something new and interesting as 

you read it again, especially if you take the time to ask the Holy Spirit to help you 

see and understand what He wants to show you.  
 

Points to ponder:  
 

Joshua 5:13-15 

• When Joshua asked the commander of the Lord’s army who’s side he was 

on, he replied “neither”. What do you think was meant by this?  
(The commander of the Lord’s army is Jesus [see Rev 19:11-21]. He is not against people, he 

is against the evil powers that are behind some of our actions and choices. He is always for 

people and wants them to have the opportunity to choose Him – look at how Rahab and her 

family were spared. Rahab actually becomes the great, great grandmother of King David [see 

Matthew 1:5])  

• Why did Joshua have to take off his sandals and what made the place he 

was standing holy? 
(The place he was standing was holy because he was in the presence of Jesus. Taking his 

sandals off I feel is a sign of respect but also symbolic that he is taking off his self-effort. 

Barefoot he is exposed and reliant on God leading him in safe places to set his feet. Slaves 

were usually barefoot and sons wore sandals, so to me it represents a willingness to serve 

God whilst knowing we are His sons/daughters.)  
 

Joshua 6 

• Joshua was given very specific instructions. Even though the instructions may 

have seemed strange and impossible, Joshua obeyed. What was the reward 

for his obedience? A miracle! 

• Joshua 6:10 The people are commanded to be quiet until they hear the next 

command to shout. Do you realise that there are times God will tell you to be 

quiet and just listen for His voice and His command. Then be obedient because 

you can be assured that the next command where He tells you to do something 

will bring great results and possibly miracles.  

To use some terms of the times – wear your mask, for now, be quiet and still 

but in the meantime prepare yourself by remaining in close relationship with 

God, so that on the day He says speak and do – you are ready to obey.  

We are in a time where hearing and doing what God says is vitally important. 

There are hidden dangers that God will protect you from and there are also 

mighty and supernatural plans of God that He needs you to be a part of. So get 

ready. Be a good soldier in the army of the Lord, follow the commander and 

practice quick obedience to His voice. Stay in His blessing. The consequence 

for disobedience and putting yourself and your will before God is not good – 

read Joshua 7 to see the results of disobedience. The results of obedience are 

always greater blessings. Stay blessed and have a Holy Spirit filled week.  


