
EDGE – Every Day God Encounters 

Joshua – the next generation 

 

To the Parents: 

Joshua was chosen by God to succeed Moses and be the leader of the 

next generation. He had spent time learning from Moses and personal 

time hearing from God in the Tent of Meeting (Ex33:11). He was being 

prepared for what was to come. His time of preparation was not just for 

personal benefit but for the benefit of the whole nation of Israel.  

This new generation had little reference for the past lifestyle of slavery 

and there was a willingness to obey God in search of a better life.  

Fear and disobedience had kept the previous generation and their 

families trapped in the desert. There was a lack of faith that the Word of 

God was enough assurance of the promises. From the previous 

generation it was only Joshua and Caleb who had aligned their words 

positively with the promises of God and were allowed to enter the 

promised land. 

Fear and faith are opposing forces! 

Take a moment to consider these forces and their impact on your life at 

present. What promises have you given up on because circumstances 

and your natural senses tell a different story to the promise? What is it 

time to repent of and what promises do you need to start declaring and 

fighting for? 

I want to encourage you that you are helping lead the next generation to 

a time of great revival and harvest. Be encouraged that Jesus is leading 

you, so you do not need to be anxious or worried that you don’t know the 

way to go, just keep following Jesus and His direction for your family. Do 

not be worried or anxious that you don’t have the skills to do this. Those 

God calls He also equips (Heb 13:21). He has given you His Holy Spirit. 

Joshua 1:9  

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go.  

He has promised to never leave us or forsake us. Stay blessed. 

 



Toddler Group Lesson Ideas: 

Sing: 

Joy of the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fu6wL9a6rn4 

 

Pray: 

Thank you Jesus for always being with me. I love you.   

 

Listen/Read: Joshua the new leader. (Joshua 1-4 summarised) 

Focus on Joshua’s obedience and how he listens to God. How God 

encourages him and does miracles for the Israelites (crossing the 

Jordan). Next week we will focus on the fall of Jericho.  

Short video link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDk443nfosw 

 

Activity: 

• Learn a verse, add actions: 
Be courageous and strong. God is with you. (Joshua 1:9 simplified) 

March around the house shouting the verse. 

 

• Write the word ‘God’ in the middle of a piece of paper, decorate or 

colour all around it and talk about how God is always with us and how 

He helps us. Stick it up somewhere to remind you to keep your focus on 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fu6wL9a6rn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDk443nfosw


Age 4-6yrs Lesson Ideas: 

Sing: 

• Make up your own praise song 

• Every move I make 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dgf1YzscBlE 

 

Pray: 

Thank you God that you love me and that you are always with me. Help 

me to know that you are here with me. Amen. 

 

Read/Listen: Joshua the new leader. (Joshua 1-4 summarised) 

Short video link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDk443nfosw 

 

Talk time:  

• Why did God tell Joshua not to be afraid? (He knew Joshua had not 

been the leader before. God wanted Joshua to know that He was with Him 

and would never leave Him.) 

• How did the Israelites cross the Jordan river? (God made the river 

stop flowing, it was a miracle. So that they could cross over on dry ground. 

God made the way easier for them.) 

• What made Joshua a good leader? (He obeyed and trusted God) 

• Do you know that God is always with you?  

• Do you think God still does miracles today? (Lets ask Him to help us 

see the miracles He does.) 

 

Activity Ideas: 

• Learn a bible verse. Add actions and say it out loud. 

Joshua 1:9  

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged. The Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. 

 

• Colour in the verse below.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dgf1YzscBlE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDk443nfosw


 

 

 

https://www.clipart.email/make-a-clipart/?image=2543509 

 

 

 

 

https://www.clipart.email/make-a-clipart/?image=2543509


Grade 1-7 Lesson Ideas: 

Praise:  

Join the worship time during the Sunday service. Stand up, dance, sing, 

remember who and why you are worshipping. Listen throughout the day 

and coming week to your favourite worship songs.  

Create your own worship song. 

 

Pray:  

Talk to God about anything that’s important to you. Pray the Our Father 

if you don’t know what else to say and remember to be quiet and listen 

to God speaking to you too.  

 

Watch: 

Summary of events leading to Joshua becoming leader, video link below 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUKWt46vubo 

 

Read: Joshua 1:1-9  

During the week read chapter 2 (Rahab and the spies) and chapter 3 

(crossing the Jordan). Discuss God’s provision and miracle. Ask God to 

help you see the miracles He performs today. 

 

Discuss: 

• Why did the Israelites spend so long in the desert? (They didn’t trust 

God’s promises to them, they were afraid.) 

• Why did God choose Joshua as the next leader of His people? 
(Joshua did believe God and he wanted to obey God.) 

• Do you think your choices have consequences? 

• Are you living with any negative consequences for your choices?  

• Is there a way to make things better? (Repent, say sorry. Believing in 

Jesus gives us a way to turn from our sins and mistakes and choose to do 

what God says. Sometimes the consequence still remains but God will help 

us through it.)  

• Why did God tell Joshua to be strong and courageous? (Joshua had 

not been the leader before and God wanted to remind Joshua that He was 

with him. He wanted Joshua to keep His faith in God’s promises and not to 

doubt them, no matter what His eyes saw.)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUKWt46vubo


• Does anything make you worried or afraid? 

• Do you believe that God is always with you? 

• When you need to do something new or try something for the first 

time, how do you feel? 

• Do you think God is able to help you in all things, even school 

work? 

 

Activity: 

• If you have been worried about something find a verse that has a 

promise from God that can help you focus on Him and not your 

problem. Learn the verse and ask God to help you believe that He 

is able to help you. Whenever you start to feel worried, remind 

yourself of the verse and choose to trust in God. Some verses are 

included in a list below. 

 

• Colour the verse on page 4 of this document. Read Joshua 1:9 

and complete the verse by writing out the last section on your 

paper. Learn the verse and trust that God is always with you so 

you can be strong and courageous.  

 

Some verses of promise and encouragement: 

Jeremiah 32:27  

I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me? 

 

Nahum 1:7 

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows 

those who trust in Him. 

 

1 Peter 5:7 

Cast all your anxiety of Him because He cares for you.  

 

Hebrews 13:8 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. 

 

2 Timothy 1:7 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of 

a sound mind. 



Youth 

Make praise and prayer your focus for today. It helps to build your 

relationship with God. 

God is not a God of religion but He is a God of relationship. How is your 

relationship with Him? How well do you know Him? He knows you, he 

watched you being formed and He knows how many hairs are on your head. 

He knows your hurts, your past and present struggles and triumphs. He loves 

you and nothing can change that fact. You can’t earn His love, He gives it 

freely, it’s always flowing towards you whether you receive it or not. Spending 

time with Him helps us understand His love for us better.  

Read: Joshua chapters 1-3 

Below is an overview of the book of Joshua, it’s helpful in understanding the 

story outline and explains some of the events. 

https://www.bible.com/videos/3024-joshua-the-bible-project 

Points to ponder: 

• Joshua’s leadership role came from His choice to trust the promises of 

God (no matter how long they took to become reality) and his choice to 

spend time developing a relationship with God (Ex 33:11). He chose 

obedience to God as a lifestyle.  

• Fear and disobedience kept the older Israelite generation trapped in the 

desert until their death. The new generation had little reference for the 

past life of slavery and there was a willingness to obey God in search of 

a better life. They had faith for what was possible and Joshua was the 

man God chose to lead this generation to victory.   

• God reminds Joshua a few times to be strong and courageous.  

Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 

with you wherever you go.” 

Why do you think God says this to Joshua? Do you think there was 

potential for him to feel afraid, to want to shy away from the task given 

to him? God was encouraging Joshua, he was reminding him of His 

faithfulness and the promises. Joshua needed to keep His focus on God 

and not look at the difficulties if he wanted to see the fulfilment of the 

promises. Fear will always steal from you so guard your heart and mind 

from fear and begin to recognise it as the enemy’s tactic.   

• Fear and faith are opposing forces! Which force is propelling your life at 

present? Talk to God and repent where necessary, He’s waiting to lead 

you into good places. It’s a choice to hear and obey. 

https://www.bible.com/videos/3024-joshua-the-bible-project

