
EDGE – Every Day God Encounters                                      John - Love 

 

John 13:34-35 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another.” (underlining added for emphasis) 

 

To the parents: 

John was the disciple ‘whom Jesus loved’. He refers to himself in this way in a 

number of instances throughout the book of John. It wasn’t that Jesus held 

him in more esteem than the other disciples but rather that John understood 

how loved he was by God. He was fully known and yet fully loved. He was at 

rest in his relationship with Jesus, not having the need to prove himself or gain 

love by what he did.  

It is not everyday that I can say I live with this mindset - religion often teaches 

us that there are rules and things you need to do to be accepted. Remember 

God loved us while we were still sinners so being good or doing good doesn’t 

make Him love us any more. This journey is about discovering how deep His 

love for us is and growing our love for Him as we get to know Him more 

intimately. When we know we are loved we can live in greater love towards 

others and loving God brings a deeper desire for obedience to Him.  

It’s time to let go of all our worldly judgements of ourselves and other people 

and ask God to help us see who He sees and love as He loves.  

 

1 John 4:7-10  

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 

who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 

does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love 

among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 

through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (underlining added for emphasis) 

 

This week ask God to help you comprehend His love for you. Then ask the 

Holy Spirit to help you reach out and show love to others.  

 

Have a blessed week. You are loved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toddler Group Lesson Ideas: 

 

Sing: The love of Jesus is so wonderful  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfviSVlrCwc - with actions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XejMQ5uyA_8 – singing only 

 

Pray: 

Thank you God that you love me. I love you too. Amen. 

 

Read: 1 John 4 (Middle part of verse 16) 

“God is love.” 

 

Focused talk time: 

• God is love – WOW! God lives in me so that means love is in me. So I 

can love others too.  

• Talk about what God’s love looks like, His kindness, compassion, care 

etc. Discuss ways to show God’s love to each other this week.  

 

Activity:  

• Write out the verse - 1 John 4:16, God is love. Then draw, stick or 

decorate with whatever reminds you about God and His love. 

(Remember toddlers scribble, have fun with them and love them!) 

 

• Tell each other why you love each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfviSVlrCwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XejMQ5uyA_8


Age 4-6yrs Lesson Ideas: 

 

Sing:  

Our God is a great big God – with actions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-424MpB_pd0&feature=youtu.be 

 

Read: John 13:34-35 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another.” 

 

Talk time: 

• Who are Jesus’ disciples today? (We are.) 

• How will people know we are disciples of Jesus? (By how we love others.) 

• 1John 4:16 tells us ‘God is love’. So who do you think helps us to love 

others? (God lives in us and He is love, so He helps us love others.) 

• How can we show love to other people?  

• What do you think God’s greatest command is (that means what He 

expects us to do)? (Love- love God and love others.) 

 

Pray:  

Thank you God that you love me all the time. Help me to love other people 

and to tell them about your love for them too. I love you Jesus. Amen. 

 

Some activity Ideas: 

• Learn a verse: (simplified) 

Write out the verse and decorate it. 

 

John 13:34… Love one another, as I have loved you. 

 

1 John 4:16 … God is love.  

 

John 3:16 For God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son, 

so that whoever believes in Him will not be lost but will have eternal life. 

 

• Phone someone in your family who you haven’t seen for a while and tell 

them you love them. Take some time to talk to them and see how they 

are doing. 

 

• Colouring pages 

https://coloringhome.com/god-is-love-coloring-pages-free 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-424MpB_pd0&feature=youtu.be
https://coloringhome.com/god-is-love-coloring-pages-free


Grade 1-7 Lesson Ideas: 

 

Praise: 

Lord I lift your name on high – make up your own actions and give God your praises.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6I6orjM3NI 

 

Pray: 

Thank you God that you loved me so much, you gave up your son Jesus for me. 

Help me to know you and your love better. Help me Holy Spirit to love others as God 

loves me. Amen 

 

Read:   

• John 13:34-35 

• 1 John 4:7-13 (1 John, near the end of your Bible, not the gospel of John.) 

• John 3:16 

 
Discuss: 

• What is the theme of these three readings? (Love) 

• In John 13:34 Jesus says He is giving a new command, what is it?  
(Love one another.)  

• What were the old commands and why is this new command important?  
(The 10 commandments and the laws were the old commands. These brought the 

realisation it is impossible to be 100% obedient on our own and it brought fear of 

punishment. The new command to love one another is important because by loving 

others, we show that God - who is love, lives in us. The Bible also tells us that God’s 

perfect love casts out fear. When we love God and others we automatically obey all 

the old commands too.) 

• Do you think it is easy to love other people, all people?  
(Think about a person you don’t really like, can you say you love them?) 

• So how do we ‘love one another’?  
(We need God’s help. He is love so His Holy Spirit is the one who can teach us to 

love. The love of people is not always genuine or lasting. 1Cor 13:4-8 - God’s love is 

patient and kind, it does not envy or boast, it is not proud, rude or self-seeking. God’s 

love is not easily angered and keeps no record of wrongs. God’s love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Love always protects, trusts, hopes and 

perseveres. God’s love never fails. God never fails, so we can trust Him to help us 

love others when we ask.) 

 

Activity ideas: 

• Play a game together as a family – a card or board game, tag in the garden, 

ball games, memory games or something you all enjoy doing together. Have 

fun and laugh together.  

• Think of ways to show love to each other this week and to people outside of 

your house.  Maybe give a granny/ grandpa or other family member a phone 

call and ask them how they are doing. Remember to tell them you love them.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6I6orjM3NI


Youth 

 

Read: John 13:34-35 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.” 
 

‘Love one another’, sounds like a simple command but on our own we are not 

capable of loving others the way God loves us. We need the Holy Spirit to help us 

love. (God is love – 1 John 4:16. The first fruit of the spirit is love – Gal 5:22) 

 

Consider these stories:  

John 20:14-16 – Mary is crying at the empty tomb, she can’t understand what has 

happened to Jesus. She turns and sees Jesus standing there but she did not realise 

that it was Him, she thought it was the gardener. It’s not until He speaks her name 

that she recognises Him.   

John 21:4-12 – Jesus stands on the shore and talks to the disciples fishing, they do 

not realise that it is Jesus. Only when they catch a miraculous amount of fish and 

John points out that ‘It is the Lord’ do they realise it is Jesus. Even as they eat 

breakfast with Him no one dares ask Him “Who are you?” (verse 12)  

Luke 24:13-35 – Jesus appears to two disciples as they walk along the road to 

Emmaus. They are kept from recognising Him. Their hearts burn within them while 

He talks to them and opens their understanding to Scripture but it is not until He 

breaks bread with them that their eyes are opened to recognise Him.  

 

❖ Now Ponder this: How is it that in all these accounts the people did not 

recognise Jesus? 

• These individuals all knew Jesus well, they had spent years with Him. Picture the 

above stories again and think of Jesus in a different form, a different race, height 

or look to how you would usually picture Him. John 21:12 says no one dared ask 

Him who He was, which indicates that He did not look like the Jesus they knew 

but they knew it was Him.  

• I believe Jesus appeared in different forms to His disciples to teach them to love 

and treat everyone around them with respect and as if it was Him there with 

them. How differently would we treat the beggar in the street if we thought it was 

Jesus? Would we take more time to smile at the lady behind the till if we thought 

it could be Jesus sitting there?  

• I believe Jesus wants us to look at others and see Him in them, to the point of us 

loving them regardless of their flaws and to treat all people with the love He 

shows us. 

• How blessed would the world be if we treated people with this love and how 

blessed would we be to see Jesus in others? 

 

1 John 4:18 – ‘Where God’s love is, there is no fear, because God’s perfect love 

takes away fear…’. If you need someone to encourage you or pray with you, reach 

out and contact us or talk to God about your fears and needs. Let’s learn to walk in 

love and peace together as we gain understanding of how loved we are by God.  


